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Dear Friends,
In 2015, Mohawk Valley Community Action Agency continued the fight against poverty. We do this
with many committed community partners, board members, volunteers, elected public officials and dedicated staff. I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone connected to this agency for their
undeniable devotion to our mission. We have had successes and challenges, new opportunities and
many new regulations.
One of the most exciting things about 2015 was the increased attention the issue of poverty has realized at the local, state and national level. The introduction of an Anti-Poverty initiative by our Governor
was indeed a welcome announcement. Where will this take us? As I reflect, I
must revisit the state of the union address given by President Lyndon B. Johnson
in 1964.
“Unfortunately, many Americans live on the outskirts of hope -- some
because of their poverty, and some because of their color, and all too many
because of both. Our task is to help replace their despair with opportunity.
This administration today, here and now, declares unconditional war on
poverty in America. I urge this Congress and all Americans to join with me
in that effort.
It will not be a short or easy struggle, no single weapon or strategy will
suffice, but we shall not rest until that war is won. The richest Nation on earth can afford to win
it. We cannot afford to lose it. One thousand dollars invested in salvaging an unemployable
youth today can return $40,000 or more in his lifetime.
Poverty is a national problem, requiring improved national organization and support. But this
attack, to be effective, must also be organized at the State and the local level and must be supported and directed by State and local efforts.
Very often a lack of jobs and money is not the cause of poverty, but the symptom. The cause
may lie deeper in our failure to give our fellow citizens a fair chance to develop their own capacities, in a lack of education and training, in a lack of medical care and housing, in a lack of decent
communities in which to live and bring up their children.
For the war against poverty will not be won here in Washington. It must be won in the field, in
every private home, in every public office, from the courthouse to the White House.”
It will serve us well to reflect on the past as we look to the future to renew the efforts to eliminate
poverty. It will take all of us together to be successful. Our work must include all sectors of our communities in a collaborative approach to help move so many families out of poverty. We at Mohawk Valley
Community Action Agency look forward to continuing this work until all families have the opportunity to
achieve their dreams.

Executive Director

The Promise of Community Action
Community Action changes people’s lives, embodies the spirit of hope, improves
communities, and makes America a better place to live.
We care about the entire community, and we are dedicated to helping people
help themselves and each other.

Helping People
When a single mother first reached out to
MVCAA for services, she was having a difficult
time navigating the day-to-day tasks that were
necessary to provide a healthy, safe home for
her children and was in danger of losing them.
After acknowledging that she needed help, she
has done much to improve not only her own
life, but that of her family. With the help of one
of MVCAA’s resource specialists, she learned to
establish routines with her children, and developed her communication skills with them. She
learned to budget her money to the point that
she was able to move her family to a better
home. She has since been able to purchase her
own vehicle and is enrolled in college. This single mom is now an independent, confident
woman whose family are now self-sufficient,

Runaway & Homeless Youth (RHY) Hotline call MVCAA maintains a 24/7 Hotline for
youth that need emergency help; whether they are on the street, feel threatened, frightened,
abused, etc., MVCAA’s trained youth staff are there to help. Staff works with other agencies
and schools to help youth work out their problems and, hopefully, be reunited with family, but
if necessary they will find them a safe, secure place to stay. Here’s just an example of the type
of situations that occur: A young girl called the Hotline. She was 17yrs old, pregnant and living at home with her boyfriend and their 2 year old son. She said that they were kicked out of
her mom’s house, so his grandmother had given them money to stay the night at a motel. However the grandmother was unable to continue paying for their stay there, and they had nowhere
else to go. RHY Staff met with them regarding their situation. During the meeting it was understood that mediation and family reunification was not an option at this time. Ultimately
they wanted to stay as a unit; however, their best option was for her and her child to go to Evelyn’s House, while the boy went to John Bosco’s House until they were stable and ready to be
on their own. Staff secured another night stay at the motel for them, and they were to meet
with staff the next day to continue with the plans of referrals into transitional housing. During
their meeting the next day plans changed, however. The girl wanted to go home. Through
their discussion, staff discovered that there were some underlying issues involved, and arrangements were made to transport her back home to be with her mom. Once back home, she
continued in school and in her part-time job. One of MVCAA’s gracious donors adopted the
family for Christmas, and staff had the pleasure of delivering these gifts which she was overjoyed and most grateful to receive. The boy had to spend one night at the shelter, but he was
later reunited with his grandmother. Staff is happy to report that both are doing well in a secure, family environment.

For the fiscal year ended July 31, 2015, Mohawk Valley Community Action Agency, Inc.,
was audited by Bonadio & Co, LLP, Certified Public Accountants. An unmodified opinion
was issued on Mohawk Valley Community Action Agency, Inc., financial statements and there
were no material weaknesses in internal controls identified during the audit.
The Audited Financial Statements together with the Independent Auditor’s Report and
Single Audit Reports for the fiscal year ended July 31, 2015 can be found on www.mvcaa.com

MVCAA graciously acknowledges
the support of all the private donors who
contributed to the success of MVCAA
this past year. MVCAA had 57 different
private individuals, organizations and
businesses who made monetary donations
above and beyond the 200+ individuals
who supported the Agency by purchasing
tickets and attending various events
throughout the year, as well as, the numerous organizations and individuals who
donated in-kind goods and services, office
space and more. Without the generosity
and support of the community, MVCAA
could not accomplish all of these milestones.














2015 Program Highlights
52 Pregnant women received Early Head Start
Services, including medical and dental care
6,179 women, infants and children participated
in WIC program
1,063 children ages 3-5 years attended Head
Start; 387 of those children transitioned successfully to Kindergarten.
153 youth attended summer recreational activities
6 runaway youth received emergency shelter
services
145 at-risk parents received case management
services and improved their parenting skills
31 families received a child passenger seat and
were taught proper installation
140 families received energy conservation services
528 families received rental assistance
235 families received tax preparation assistance
40 seniors volunteered as Foster Grandparents

Changing Lives

Ending Poverty
MVCAA operates 21 Sites throughout Herkimer and Oneida Counties, with WIC and
Foster Grandparents both having additional services in Madison County. The staff consists of
253 full-time employees and 8 part-time, who work in 22 different programs. The 21
member Board of Directors is assisted by the Herkimer, Rome, Utica, and Health Advisories and the Policy Council, whose members are all volunteers and log in over 2,000 hours
annually. These are all supported by the 1,200 program volunteers who donated over 4,000
hours of service in 2015. MVCAA is governed by a tripartite Board of Directors. The members of the Board represent the low-income neighborhoods MVCAA represents, the public servants who are elected to represent the community, and the private sector that operates within
the community.

MVCAA partners with
over 51 different organizations and agencies, including non-profit organizations, faith-based organizations, local and state
government agencies,
school districts, consortiums, assocations, colleges
and health service organizations.

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS:
Phonon Perrilloux, Chair
Donna Gillette, Vice-Chair
Mary Kline, Treasurer
Mary Brown-DePass, Secretary

MVCAA utilizes Advisory Boards comprised of
volunteers to serve as the
voice for the community,
and act as a liaison to the
Board of Directors, and
the Agency
● Policy Council
● Herkimer Advisory
● Rome Advisory
● Utica Advisory
●

Health Advisory

Christina Connor
Paula Flisnik
Rev. Arthur Gary
Marie Kohl
David Mathis
Diane McTiernan
Carol Medley
Cheryl Minor
Chris Pazik
Stephen Reeves
Cheryl Shusdock
Debbie Smith

Community Dialogues
on Poverty
MVCAA is bringing
the reality of life in poverty to many educators,
service providers and
business members in the
community. By hosting
and/or facilitating Poverty Simulations, the
harsh realities of trying to
juggle family life while
relying on public transportation and services,
friends & neighbors are
shared in a hands-on experience that brings all of
these factors home.
MVCAA hosts Community Cafes to give community members a voice and
support. MVCAA offers
unique training tools to
create an understanding of
the specifics of class, the
unique needs and habits
associated with it, and
how to cross the barriers
they create.

Carole Torok-Huxtable
Peter Zawko
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